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Exercise 1: Passage Translation 
Each member of the trio should pick a passage and write down a translation into everyday language. 
Then each member should explain it to the other two group members. 
 

1. "Whatsoever therefore is consequent to a time of Warre, where every man is Enemy to every 
man; the same is consequent to the time, wherein men live without other security, than what 
their own strength, and their own invention shall furnish them withall. In such condition, there 
is no place for Industry; because the fruit thereof is uncertain: and consequently no Culture of 
the Earth; no Navigation, nor use of the commodities that may be imported by Sea; no 
commodious Building; no Instruments of moving, and removing such things as require much 
force; no Knowledge of the face of the Earth; no account of Time; no Arts; no Letters; no 
Society; and which is worst of all, continuaII feare, and danger of violent death; And the life of 
man, solitary, poore, nasty, brutish, and short." (Chapter Thirteen) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. "If a Covenant be made, wherein neither of the parties performe presently, but trust one 
another; in the condition of meer Nature, (which is a condition of Warre of every man against 
every man,) upon any reasonable suspition, it is Voyd: But if there be a common Power set over 
them both, with right and force sufficient to com pell performance; it is not Voyd. For he that 
performeth first, has no assurance the other will performe after; because the bonds of words 
are too weak to bridle mens ambition, avarice, anger, and other Passions, without the feare of 
some coerceive Power ... " (Chapter Fourteen) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

3. "For as long as every man holdeth this Right, of doing any thing he liketh; so long are all men in 
the condition of Warre. But if other men will not lay down their Right, as well as he; then there 
is no Reason for any one, to devest himselfe of his: For that were to expose himselfe to Prey, 
(which no man is bound to) rather than to dispose himselfe to Peace." (Chapter Fourteen) 
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Exercise 2: Passage Translation and New Payoff Matrix 
Work in your trio to write down a translation of the following passage into everyday language. Then fill 
in a new payoff matrix to show how Hobbes thinks an absolute sovereign changes the payoffs in the 
state of nature. 
 
 
"The finall Cause, End, or Designe of men, (who naturally love Liberty, and Dominion over others,) in the 
introduction of that restraint upon themselves, (in which wee see them live in Common-wealths,) is the 
foresight of their own preservation, and of a more contented life thereby; that is to say, of getting 
themselves out from that miserable condition of Warre, which is necessarily consequent (as hath been 
shewn) to the natural! Passions of men, when there is no visible Power to keep them in awe, and tye 
them by feare of punishment to the performance of their Covenants, and observation of those Lawes of 
Nature set down in the fourteenth and fifteenth Chapters." (Chapter Seventeen) 
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Exercise 3: Brainstorming Objections 
 


